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Kids score at shoot

Cabela’s and Cinnamon Creek ranch joined
forces to host a 3D archery shoot for youth.
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Not too hot for some

Anglers have unique, sometimes colorful
ways for cooling off on the boat.
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Fishing just fine
The fishing industry is holding its own, despite
the recession and dour economic news.
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Funds tlow for boat buyers

Boat dealers facing
financial woes,
but buyers still out
there, finding deals

By Craig Nyhus
Lone Star Outnoor News

Potential boat buyers are wonder-
ingif financing is going to be a prob-
lem. Not so much for buyers, dealers
say. Dealer financing, though, is an-
other story.

The problem centers around
wholesale financing (called Dealer
Floor Plan financing), what dealers
use to finance the boats on the lot.

“For buyers, money is available,”
said Rod Malone, president of Sail &
Ski in Austin, San Antonio and Lake-
way and the past president of the
Boating Trades Association of Tex-
as. “The underwriting is more rig-
orous, but that’s probably not a bad
thing.”

But wholesale financing for deal-
ers is tough.

“The financing on boats has tight-
ened up,” said Billy Holmes of Gulf
Coast Marine in Corpus Christi and
Hitchcock. “Some lenders are loan-
ing the same way they did two or
five years ago — they are the more
conservative lenders that required
20 percent down. They don’t have
bad loans.”

Others, though, loaned money
more liberally.

“They aren’t in the finance busi-
ness for boatsanymore, and some are
out of any business,” Holmes said.

See FINANCE, Page 25

FUN IN THE SUN: There’s nothing like a
new boat for couples in the Texas sum-
mer. Deals and financing are available for
buyers, but they may see less inventory
at dealerships. Dealers are having trouble
securing financing for inventory. Photo by
David J. Sams, Lone Star Outdoor News.

Drought is bad, but not worst

El Nino could bring
enough rain to break
long-lived dry spell

By Thomas Phillips
Lone Smar Outpoor News

People complain about the weather all the
time. But maybe this time they’re justified. Es-
pecially people in the Hill Country.

“It’s about as low as it got (before rainy
2007),” said Allen Christenson, a fishing guide
on Lake Travis. “It’s heading now to where it
wasin 1984.”

The region is nearing two years in drought
conditions, lake levels have dropped dozens of
feet, and rivers have become chains of pools,
not flowing waterways.

Lake Travis, west of Austin, is down about
41.5 feet, and only one boat ramp is open. Can-
yon Lake, near New Braunfels, is down 14 feet.

“The last time (Canyon Lake) was this low

LIMITED ACCESS: Lake Travis is down about 41 feet,
but fish are still biting. Anglers and boaters hope late
summer and fall rains bring the levels back to normal.
Photo by Erich Schlegel, for Lone Star Outdoor News.

it was a river,” said Travis Smith, owner of the
Tackle Box at Canyon Lake.

River “flows” have become trickles. Deep
pools still hold water, but riffles between some
have gone subterranean.

Despite the negative symptoms, though, the

See DROUGHT, Page 14

Desert bighorn tag
sells for $84,000

Hunter pays big for
chance at grand slam

By Craig Nyhus
Lone Star Outnoor News

J. Michael Lewis of Dallas made the trip July
18 to San Antonio for the Texas Bighorn Society
Roundup with his eye on the big-ticket auction
item, a desert bighorn ram hunt.

Lewis, an avid hunter and lifetime Dallas Safari
Club member, already has three legs of the North
American Grand Slam: a Dall sheep, a Stone’s
sheep and a Rocky Mountain bighorn. The desert
bighorn would complete the slam.

“It was something of a sentimental thing,”
Lewis said. “I'm hung up on hunting the desert
bighorn in Texas.”

As the auction progressed, worries of the effect

See BIGHORN, Page 23
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PRODUCTS

GRAVITY FLOW PROTEIN FEEDER
Outback Wildlife Feeders’ newest model
is its CP Regulator. The feeder, with a
CAST NET BAIT BUCKET 2,000-pound capacity, includes a timer
This boat or bank model with an incorporated inside the gravity flow
aerator by LanKat Outdoor Products system that can be programmed to

allows anglers to keep bait alive and dispense feed up to six
healthy for extended periods. The times per day. It will
model features a battery-operated control how much feed
aerator and screw-on funnel lid atop a animals can consume
3.5-gallon bucket. The 15.5-inch-tall while maintaining
bait bucket sells for about $52. dispensed feed inside the
(512) 299-5903 feeder housing and tubes.
www.lankatoutdoorproducts.com It sells for about $2,400.
(800) 396-6313

www.outhbackfeeders.com

SURE-LIFE FISH CARE VIDEO
Offered by Sure-Life Laboratories,
makers of more than 50 fish-care
products, this video provides
information on bettering the
quality of fish and their habitat.

DEERZYME MINERAL The video offers fish survival SNAKE GUARD BOOTS

This mineral blend was
developed by nutritionists and
animal scientists to provide just
the right balance of minerals
needed by deer. The DeerZyme
mineral blend contains enzymes
plus “Bio D” to maximize
nutrition and optimize antler
growth. It also has BuckSweet,
which will make deer lick it up.
It is available in 5- (about $15)

and 25-pound (about $40) bags.

770-312-7552
www.headgearllc.com

techniques, demonstrations of
products and more. The video
can be downloaded for free, and
retailers may order a DVD copy by
calling Sure-Life.

(830) 372-2239
www.sure-life.com

Offered by ForEverlast Hunting
and Fishing Products, these boots
combine a smooth-skinned
leather and camouflage nylon
exterior that will deflect a
striking snake’s bite. The boots
feature a durable sole for
support and traction plus a
breathable inner lining for
comfort. Available with a
water-resistant exterior, the
boots come in sizes 4 to 14.
They sell for about $180.
(361) 798-1530

www.foreverlast.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified
Place a classified ad in
Lone Star Outdoor News
and experience the results of a new
look. The 2"x 2" ad will get the
attention necessary to say SOLD!

$50 per month (two issues).
Call Mike at (214) 361-2276 or e-mail ad
to mhughs@Ilonestaroutdoornews.com.






